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Nominated  For  Lincoln^s  Paternity 

"The  deepest  sin  against  human  ntitid  is  to  believe  things  tvithout 
evidence." — T.  Huxley 


In  the  Kinsman  for  January  1942, 
there  was  a  lengthy  discussion  about 
the  origin  of  the  Lincoln  paternity 
myth,  and  sufl&cient  documentary  cita- 
tions accompanied  it,  supporting 
Thomas  Lincoln,  as  father  of  the  Pres- 
ident, to  satisfy  the  most  exacting 
critique.  Nevertheless,  there  continues 
to  appear  in  books,  periodicals,  and 
the  daily  press  much  erroneous  data 
about  Lincoln's  parentage.  There 
is  left  no  other  alternative  than  to 
submit  for  observation  the  most  fa- 
miliar paternity  traditions,  one-by- 
one,  in  their  simplest  form. 

At  the  very  beginning  of  this  com- 
pilation there  are  submitted  ten  facts 
relating  to  the  parents  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  which  unquestionably  have 
documentary  support.  These  conclu- 
sions may  be  used  by  the  reader  as 
evidence  with  which  to  weigh  the 
various   traditions    submitted. 

Facts  About  Lincoln's  Parents 
a.     Nancy  Hanks,   for  apparently 
a  decade   before  her  marriage,   was 
living  in  the  Richard  Berry  home  in 


Washington   County,   Kentucky. 

b.  Thomas  Lincoln  was  living  in 
Washington  County,  Kentucky  within 
a  mile  of  where  Nancy  Hanks  resided 
from  1786  to  1803. 

c.  Thomas  Lincoln  moved  to  Har- 
din County,  Kentucky  in  1803  and 
was  living  there  when  he  married 
Nancy  Hanks. 

d.  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy 
Hanks  were  married  by  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  in  Washington  County,  Ken- 
tucky, July  12,  1806. 

e.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  immedi- 
ately after  the  wedding  moved  to 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky  and  re- 
mained there  until  November  1808. 

f.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln's  first 
child,  a  daughter,  named  Sarah,  was 
born  in  Elizabethtown  in  1807. 

g.  The  unborn  life  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  began  in  Elizabethtown  in 
the  month  of  May  1808. 

h.  The  Lincoln  family  moved  to 
their  newly  purchased  cabin  home 
in  what  is  now  LaRue  County,  three 
months  before  the  President  was  born 
there. 
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i,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born 
February  12,  1809,  three  miles  south 
of  Hogdenville,  Kentucky,  in  what 
was  then  Hardin  County,  now  LaRue 
County. 

j.  About  two  years  after  Abra- 
ham's birth,  another  child  was  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  who  was 
named  Thomas,  for  his  father. 

The  Origin  of  the  Traditions 
The  slander  about  Lincoln's  origin 
should  have  been  buried  with  the 
President  in  1865,  and  probably  it 
would  have  been  forgotten  if  William 
Herndon  had  not  begun  to  circulate 
the  story  in  his  correspondence  in 
1866,  not  long  after  Lincoln's  death. 
In  a  letter  which  Herndon  wrote  to 
Lamon  on  February  25,  1870,  he  said, 
"On  further  investigation,  I  now  and 
have  for  years  believed  him  [Abra- 
ham Lincoln]  to  be  the  son  of  Enloe." 
In  this  same  letter  Herndon  stated, 
*'From  what  Lincoln  has  casually  and 
indirectly  said,  I  was  convinced  that 
his  illegitimacy  was  thrown  up  to  him 
when  a  boy.  I  think  he  was  told  of 
the  fight  between  his  father  and  En- 
loe, and  the  cause  of  it.  I  got  this  as 
I  remember  it  in  casual  conversation 
in  Indiana."^ 

After  the  story  of  Lincoln's  alleged 
illegitimacy  had  become  wide-spread, 
largely  due  to  Herndon's  initiative 
and  then  given  further  attention  by 
Lamon's  book  based  on  Herndon's 
sources,  the  erstwhile  law  partner 
of  Lincoln  reversed  his  conclusions 
about  the  story  he  had  so  widely  cir- 
culated. In  a  written  statement  found 
in  a  letter  to  Truman  H.  Bartlett  on 
September  25,  1887,  Herndon  ad- 
mitted, "My  own  opinion,  after  a 
sweeping  and  searching  examination 
is   that   Abraham   Lincoln    was   the 


child  and  heir  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
and  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln."^  It  is 
too  bad  he  did  not  make  the  "sweep- 
ing and  searching  examination"  be- 
forehand, however,  a  year  later  he 
was  again  talking  about  the  Enlow 
paternity  of  Lincoln,  and  in  his  book 
published  in  1889  there  is  a  rather 
full  footnote  on  the  Enlow  story. ^ 

FOUR  ENLOW  NOMINEES 

The  original  Herndon  tradition 
about  Lincoln's  origin  named  an  En- 
low [This  spelling  adopted  outside 
of  quotations]  as  the  father  of  the 
President,  but  soon  there  were  as 
many  as  four  different  Enlows  who 
were  nominated  by  their  friends  as 
prospective  progenitors  of  the  Eman- 
cipator. They  can  be  identified  by  the 
spelling  of  the  surname,  althou^ 
originally  the  name  was  one  and  the 
same:  the  LaRue  County  nominee 
spelled  his  name  Enlow;  the  Hardin 
County  entry,  Enlows;  the  Bourbon 
County  candidate  Inlow;  and  the 
North  Carolina  rival  Enloe.  Their 
ages  were  as  widely  separated  as  the 
locations  of  their  homes,  ranging  all 
the  way  from  sixteen  to  sixty,  at  the 
time  Lincoln  was  born. 

In  several  of  the  other  traditions 
the  name  Enlow  appears  as  one  of 
the  minor  characters  in  the  episodes. 
The  traditional  background  for  the 
frequent  association  (A  the  Enlow 
name  with  the  Lincolns  is  found  in 
this  interesting  bit  of  folklore. 

Abraham  Enlow  of  LaRue  County, 
Kentucky 
"On  the  morning  of  the  12th 
of  February,  1809  Abraham  En- 
lo-w  was  sent  from  his  father's 
home  ...  to  the  Kirkpatrick  miU. 
...  As  the  road  then  ran,  it  passed 
near  the  Lincoln  home.  On  the  way 
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the  boy  on  horseback  -with  a  bag 
of  grain  met  Thomas  Lincoln  walk- 
ing. He  "was  informed  by  Lincoln 
that  he  (Lincoln)  w^as  starting  to 
get  Mrs.  Enlow,  Abraham's  mother, 
to  come  to  his  house  to  be  w^ith 
his  wife,  who  w^as  sick.  .  .  .  The 
youth,  Abraham,  seeing  the  urg- 
ency of  the  case,  suggested  to 
Mr.  Lincoln  that  he  return  home, 
then,  taking  the  bag  off  the  horse, 
he  went  back  and  brought  his 
mother  to  the  Lincoln  cabin.  .  .  . 
When  the  newly  born  boy  was 
given  the  name  Abraham,  the 
neighbors  thought  and  said  that 
it  w^as  in  recognition  of  the  kind- 
ness of  Abraham  Enlow  to  the 
father.  None  of  these  neighbors 
knew  that  Abraham  was  an  old 
name  in  the  Lincoln  Family.'** 

The  above  excerpt  is  from  what 
was  probably  the  earliest  form  in 
which  the  story  of  Lincoln's  tradi- 
tional illegitimacy  became  current 
and  was  told  by  a  grandson  of  Enlow. 
The  boy  who  may  have  done  a  neigh- 
borly service  for  Thomas  Lincoln  on 
the  natal  day  of  the  child  Abraham, 
later  emerges  into  an  adult  who  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  so  closely  resembled, 
that  the  reason  for  the  naming  of 
the  child,  Abraham,  after  Enlow, 
was  given  a  new  interpretation  and 
Enlow  was  mentioned  as  the  father 
of  the  President. 

There  are  several  bits  of  evidence 
that  should  quickly  invalidate  the 
story  that  Abraham  Enlow  of  LaRue 
County  was  the  President's  father.  In 
the  month  of  May  1808  Nancy  Lin- 
coln was  living  in  Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky  thirteen  miles  from  the 
home  of  Abraham  Enlow.  Nancy  Lin- 
coln was  a  married  woman  with  a 


child  15  months  old  at  this  time.  En- 
low was  a  boy,  15  years  of  age,  in 
the  month  of  May  1808,  as  this  in- 
scription on  his  tombstone  in  Red 
Hill  Cemetery,  LaRue  County  reveals: 
"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Abraham 
Enlow.  Born  Jan.  26,  1793,  Died 
Dec.  14,  1861." 

We  may  go  still  further  and  pre- 
sent an  excerpt  from  an  affidavit  se- 
cured by  the  editor  of  the  Kinsman 
from  Charles  Friend  who  claimed  to 
have  known  Mr,  Enlow;  "Affiant  fur- 
ther states  that  one  day  in  Hodgen- 
ville,  Abraham  Enlow,  who  had  been 
advertised  as  the  father  of  President 
Lincoln,  was  in  my  brother-in-law's 
store.  A.  H.  Redmond,  in  the  presence 
of  Dr.  William  H.  Holt  and  myself, 
asked  Uncle  Abe  Enlow  this  question 
by  permission  of  Mr.  Enlow:  'Are 
you  the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
the  President  of  the  United  States?' 
he  answered,  'I  am  not,  I  was  only 
fifteen  years  old  when  he  was  born 
and  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln,  his  mother, 
was  a  grown  woman.  I  believe  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  to  be  the  son  of  Thomas 
Lincoln,  the  husband  of  Nancy 
Hanks."^ 

Abraham-  Enlotvs   of   Hardin 
County,  Kentucky 

"After  Abe's  birth,  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Abraham  Enlows,  living 
in  this  region,  claimed  him  as  a 
son.  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Enlow^s 
had  a  regular  set  to  fight  about  the 
matter,  in  w^hich  encounter  Lin- 
coln bit  off  the  end  of  Enlows' 
nose.  Finally  Lincoln  to  clear  him- 
self of  Enlow^s  moved  to  Indiana."® 

This  story  which  was  first  told  in 
some  detail  by  J.  B.  Helm,  featured 
the  fight  between  Lincoln  and  Enlows, 
and  placed  the  time  of  the  incident 
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about  1815  or  1816,  about  six  or 
seven  years  after  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  born.  Can  one  imagine  two  men 
having  a  grievance,  living  from  twen- 
ty-five to  thirty-five  miles  from  each 
other  for  several  years,  then  meeting 
and  settling  the  grievance  by  having 
such  a  furious  fight  that  one  combat- 
ant lost  his  nose?  According  to  Mr. 
Helm,  Mr.  Lincoln,  resolved  to  move 
to  another  state  that  he  might  not  be 
"continually  looking  on  the  disfig- 
ured face  of  his  rival"  who  still  re- 
sided in  another  county. 

Abraham  Inlow   of   Bourbon 
County,  Kentucky 

"Mr.  Weik  has  spent  consider- 
able time  investigating  the  truth 
of  a  report  current  in  Bourbon 
county,  Ky.,  that  Thomas  Lincoln 
for  a  consideration  of  one  Thomas 
Inlow,  a  miller  there,  assumed  the 
paternity  of  an  infant  child  of  a 
poor  girl  named  Nancy  Hanks,  and 
after  her  marriage  moved  with  her 
to  Washington  or  Hardin  County 
where  the  son  w^ho  was  named 
*Abraham  after  his  real  and  Lin- 
coln after  his  putative  father*  w^as 
born.'" 

The  Herndon  volumes  published 
in  1889  are  responsible  for  broad- 
casting the  story  that  had  for  years 


been  passed  on  from  group  to  group 
by  courthouse  gossip.  The  Bourbon 
County  tradition  claims  to  date  back 
in  the  memory  of  a  family  as  early 
as  1826. 

Another  version  of  the  story  is 
found  in  a  book  by  Mrs.  Boyd.  It  is 
in  the  form  of  a  letter  which  Ex. 
Judge  M.  M.  Cassidy  of  Mt.  Sterling, 
Kentucky  wrote  to  Mrs.  Boyd  on 
January  23,  1896.  The  body  of  the 
letter  follows: 

"I  have  known  Abraham  Lincoln 
quite  60  years  by  tradition  and  about 
thirty  years  personally.  He  was  born 
near  Thatcher's  Mill  in  the  County 
of  Bourbon  and  State  of  Ky.  His 
mother's  name  was  Nancy  Hornback. 
His  father's  name  was  Abraham  In- 
low.  Mr.  A.  Lincoln  was  born  out  of 
wedlock.  This  is  the  brief  tradition 
of  my  father  and  mother  and  the  en- 
tire Inlow  family  for  seventy  years 
at  least.  His  father  was  my  mother's 
uncle,  and  my  grandfather's  brother." 

These  two  printed  phases  of  the 
tradition  by  no  means  exhaust  the 
different  forms  in  which  the  story  ap- 
pears. There  is  agreement  in  the  name 
of  the  father,  but  in  the  name  of  the 
mother  we  not  only  have  the  name 
Hanks  and  Hornback,  but  the  name 
Sparrow  is  also  used. 

Abraham  Enloe  of  North  Carolina 
"A  native  of  North  Carolina  is 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  not  Thomas  Lincoln  of  Ken- 
tucky. ...  A  young  w^oman  named 
Nancy  Hanks  was  the  mother  of 
an  illegitimate  child  of  Abraham 
Enloe  and  she  was  conveyed  to 
Kentucky  either  before  or  shortly 
after  the  birth  of  the  child."^ 

The  book  releasing  the  above  in- 
formation is  now  in  its  third  edition, 
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the  last  revised  edition  comprising 
307  pages.  The  entire  book  is  utilized 
in  attempting  to  prove  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  an  illegitimate  child,  and 
the  son  of  Abraham  Enloe  of  North 
Carolina.  The  marriage  of  Nancy 
Hanks  of  Kentucky  to  Thomas  Lin- 
coln on  June  12,  1806,  made  her 
Nancy  Lincoln  and  no  longer  Nancy 
Hanks.  The  birth  of  a  child  Sarah 
Lincoln  in  1807  made  her  a  mother 
with  a  child  previous  to  the  birth  of 
Abraham.  There  is  nothing  in  com- 
mon between  the  Nancy  Hanks  of 
North  Carolina,  an  unmarried  serv- 
ant girl,  and  Nancy  Lincoln  of  Ken- 
tucky, a  matron  with  a  daughter  two 
years  old. 

Cathey  found  Lincoln's  birthday  in 
1809,  was  too  early  for  his  purpose 
so  he  suggested,  "One  might  guess 
and  hit  it  that  the  record  which  should 
have  read  February  12,  1806  was 
made  to  read  February   12,    1809." 

FOUR  PROVINCIAL  NOMINEES 

Four  men  have  been  nominated 
for  Lincoln's  paternity  who  were 
nothing  more  than  local  selections, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  claims  of 
their  friends  had  very  much  accept- 
ance outside  of  their  respective  com- 
munities. Three  of  them  lived  near 
Hodgenville  and  none  of  them  were 
much,  if  any,  higher  in  the  social 
scale  than  Thomas  Lincoln. 

Ben  Hardin  of  Nelson  County, 
Kentucky 
"Tradition,  hereabouts,  asserts 
there  -was  a  certain  lawyer  from 
Bardstow^n,  county  seat  of  Nelson 
County,  which  adjoins  Washing- 
ton, who  had  a  habit  of  breaking 
his  long  journey  from  one  county 
seat  to  another  in  pursuing  his  pro- 


fession by  stopping  at  the  Lincoln 
cabin.  This  man  w^as  Ben  Har- 
din."" 

This  is  a  reminiscence  of  Edwin 
Carlisle  Litsey,  whose  paternal  grand- 
father purchased  the  farm  on  which 
Lincoln's  parents  were  married.  Lit- 
sey claims  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born  in  Washington  County.  Enough 
said. 

George  Broumfield  of  LaRue 
County,  Kentucky 

"It  has  been  a  debatable  fact  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Hodgenville 
w^hether  Abraham  Lincoln  w^as  the 
son  of  Abraham  Enlow^  or  the  son 
of  George  Brow^nfield.  I  know^  both 
Enlow^  and  Brow^nfield  personally 
and  I  have  alw^ays  been  satisfied 
that  he  was  the  son  of  George 
Brownfield,  from  the  fact  of  the 
striking  resemblance.'"^ 

In  the  collection  of  manuscripts  of 
Col.  R.  T.  Durrett,  now  the  property 
of  the  University  of  Chicago,  the  ex- 
cerpt above  appears  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  A.  M.  Brown,  of  Hodgen- 
ville to  Mr.  Durrett  on  May  12,  1886. 
It  is  not  likely  that  the  Brownfield 
tradition  has  had  a  very  wide  circu- 
lation. There  seems  to  be  an  impres- 
sion that  when  the  Lincoln's  first 
moved  to  what  is  now  LaRue  County 
they  settled  on  a  farm  belonging  to 
George  Brownfield,  about  three  miles 
from  the  present  Lincoln  birthplace 
farm  and  that  Brownfield  visited  his 
tenant's  cabin  with  the  result  that  he 
became  the  father  of  Abraham.  We 
have  positive  proof  that  Mrs.  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  was  living  in  Eliza- 
bethtown,  fifteen  miles  away,  in  May 
1808. 
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Charles  Friend  of  LaRue  County 
Kentucky 

"I  believe  A.  Lincoln  to  be  the 
son  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  hus- 
band of  Nancy  Hanks,  but  should 
he  be  illegitimate  he  might  have 
been  the  son  of  Charles  Friend,  by 
whom  she  bore  her  first  child  Den- 
nis Friend  Hanks.  I  am  satisfied 
that  he  was  not  the  son  of  said 
Friend,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Friends  -were  of  Penn.  Dutch  de- 
scent, set  low^  of  stature,  and  Abe 
was  tall,  the  very  opposite.'"^ 

In  this  tradition  we  find  an  Abra- 
ham Enlow  in  a  new  role.  The  Enlow 
of  LaRue  County  first  discussed,  a 
nominee  for  the  President's  paternity, 
here  becomes  the  informer  who  sug- 
gested someone  else  for  the  question- 
able honor.  This  same  Charles  Friend, 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Enlow,  was  the 
father  of  an  illegitimate  child  by  an- 
other Nancy  Hanks  and  apparently 
Enlow  still  had  this  same  Nancy 
Hanks  in  mind  in  associating  her 
with    Friend. 

Martin  D.  Hardin  of  Washington 
County,  Kentucky 

"While  Nancy  Hanks  w^as  living 
in  Washington  County  in  the  home 
of  Richard  Berry,  Martin  D.  Har- 
din, afterward  known  as  General 
Hardin,  visited  her  on  his  w^ay  to 
Frankfort,  he  being  at  that  time  a 
member  of  the  Kentucky  legisla- 
ture, w^ith  the  result  that  a  child 
was  born  w^ho  was  subsequently 
known   as   Abraham   Lincoln.'"^ 

This  tradition  is  another  instance 
where  provincial  interests  tried  to 
discover  a  progenitor  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  who  would  be  able  to  pass 
on  to  the  President  an  intellectual 
heritage.   The  story  was  brought  to 


the  attention  of  Ida  M.  Tarbell  dur- 
ing her  research. 

If  Hardin  visited  Nancy  at  the 
home  of  Richard  Berry  it  must  have 
been  previous  to  June  12,  1806. 
This  would  be  much  too  early  for 
him  to  become  the  father  of  a  child 
born  in  1809.  During  this  interval 
Nancy  was  living  in  Hardin  County. 

FOUR  CELEBRITIES 
NOMINATED 

Those  who  would  try  to  account 
for  Lincoln's  genius  by  selecting 
some  famous  man  for  the  paternity 
have  named  John  C.  Calhoun,  Henry 
Clay,  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas 
Marshall,  of  Virginia  for  this  honor. 

John  C.  Calhoun  of  Tennessee 
"Ann  Hanks  took  charge  of  a 
tavern  at  the  crossroads  called 
Craytonville,  just  w^hen  is  not 
stated;  but  it  is  alleged  that  she 
kept  this  tavern  in  1807  and  for 
several  years  thereafter.  At  this 
tavern  John  C.  Calhoun  stopped 
in  going  to  and  from  the  courts 
and  became  involved  in  a  love  af- 
fair w^ith  Ann  Hanks'  youngest 
daughter,  Nancy.  At  this  tavern 
also  stopped  Abraham  Enlow^  on  his 
way  from  Acona  Lufty  with  ne- 
groes and  stock  for  sale.  With  him 
came  Thomas  Lincoln  as  an  hire- 
ling, the  putative  father  of  the 
President.  Nancy  Hanks  began  to 
be  troublesome  and  Mr.  Calhoun  is 
said  to  have  induced  Thomas  Lin- 
coln to  take  her  with  him  on  his 
return  w^ith  Abraham  Enlow^  pay- 
ing him  $500  to  do  so.  Lincoln  is 
said  to  have  conducted  Nancy  to 
the  home  of  Abraham  Enlow  where 
she  became  a  member  of  the  fam- 
ily.'i^ 
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Nancy  was  not  in  Hanks'  tavern 
between  the  years  1807  and  1809, 
but  in  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,  some 
two  hundred  miles  from  Crayton- 
ville.  Neither  could  there  have  been 
any  Thomas  Lincoln,  an  hireling  of  a 
North  Carolina  slave  and  stock 
dealer,  traveling  over  the  country 
with  him  during  these  years.  The 
dates  on  which  we  find  Thomas  at 
Elizabethtown,  between  May  1808, 
and  February  1809,  would  not  al- 
low him  such  a  wide  latitude  of  time 
for  adventure. 

Here  again  we  find  an  Abe  En- 
low  creeping  into  the  story,  but  he 
assumes  the  role  of  horse  trader, 
with  apparently  no  major  part  in  the 
drama.  For  a  full  discussion  of  the 
Calhoun  tradition,  recently  revived 
by  Judge  Felix  E.  Alley,  see  Lincoln 
Lore,  number  655.^® 

Henry  Cltty  of  Fayette  County, 
Kentucky 

**In  your  researches  did  you 
ever  come  across  the  statement  that 
Lincoln  ^vv^as  the  son  of  Henry 
Clay?"!^ 

Lincoln  said  that  Henry  Clay  was 
his  "beau  ideal"  of  a  statesman  and 
while  he  was  a  great  admirer  of  Clay 
there  is  no  indication  that  Henry 
Clay  ever  met  the  mother  of  Lincoln. 

Patrick  Henry  of  Virginia 
**From  time  to  time  as  I  made 
these  investigations,  I  heard  the 
confident  assertion  that  Lincoln 
■was  the  son  of  Patrick  Henry."^® 
The  burial  place  of  Patrick  Henry 
is  in  the  same  community  in  Vir- 
ginia where  it  is  very  likely  Nancy 
Hanks  was  born.  Inasmuch  as  Pat- 
rick was  dead  by  June  6,  1799, 
nearly  ten  years  before  Lincoln  was 
born,  he  cannot  be  given  serious  con- 


sideration   for   the   paternity   of   the 
President. 

Thomas  Marshall  of  Virginia 
"Only  last  week  an  intimate 
friend  of  Albert  J.  Beveridge  told 
me  that  he  spent  an  evening  with 
Beveridge  a  few  weeks  before  his 
death  and  that  Beveridge  told  him 
that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  w^as  the  ille- 
gitimate son  of  Nancy  Hanks  by 
Thomas  Marshall  and  that  he  w^as 
trying  to  come  to  a  definite  and 
satisfactory  conclusion  in  his  own 
mind  w^hether  or  not  to  come 
boldly  out  and  say  so  in  his  life  of 
Lincoln.'"^ 

Senator  Beveridge  was  very  sure 
that  Lincoln  had  Marshall  blood  in 
his  veins,  as  he  confided  to  the  editor 
of  the  Kinsman.  He  implied  that  it 
was  a  son  of  the  Chief  Justice  who 
was  the  father  of  the  President. 

FOUR   OBSCURE   NOMINEES 

Andretv  Head  of  Virginia 
''Lincoln's  father  w^as  the 
adopted  son  of  the  same  Judge 
Marshall  [Judge  John  Marshall] 
of  Virginia.  .  .  .  and  w^as  the  son 
of  an  Englishman  who  fought  and 
was  killed  in  the  same  battle  in 
w^hich  the  said  Nancy's  father  per- 
ished. Abraham  (afterwards  called 
Abraham  Lincoln)  was  born  near 
'Thatcher's  Mill'  on  or  near  the 
line  that  divides  Clark  County 
from  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky, 
and  was  born  out  of  w^edlock."^" 
Enlow  also  is  brought  into  this 
picture,  not  as  the  progenitor  of  Ab- 
raham Lincoln,  but  one  affidavit,  how- 
ever, claimed  that  Lincoln  was  named 
for  him  and  he  paid  Thomas  Lincoln, 
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stonemason  of  Clark  County,  and  na- 
tive of  Virginia  to  marry  Nancy. 

Sa-muel  Davis  of  Christian  County, 
Kentucky 

"Joe  (Samuel)  Davis  confided 
to  these  two  men  that  Nancy 
Hanks  served  in  his  home  in  Ken- 
tucky when  the  child  Jefferson 
Davis  was  expectant  in  1808.  He 
said  that  w^hen  he  discovered  that 
Nancy  Hanks  w^as  to  become  a 
mother  through  his  conduct,  he 
paid  her  a  handsome  sum  as  money 
w^ent  in  those  days,  to  induce  some 
man  to  marry  her  and  take  care  of 
the  child.»-2 

The  above  tradition  came  down 
through  a  son  of  one  of  Samuel 
Davis'  closest  friends,  and  this  story 
is  supplemented  by  another  of  inde- 
pendent source  which  has  been  cur- 
rent for  many  years.  Here  is  a  ver- 
sion as  it  appears  in  correspondence 
from  a  prominent  historian:  "Young 
Nancy  was  put  upon  the  stand  and 
she  swore  that  Sam  Davis  was  the 
father  of  her  yet  unborn  babe  and  the 
Davis  family  in  the  near  neighbor- 
hood pacified  the  Hanks  octoroon 
mother  of  Nancy  with  about  $1,500 
in  shinplasters  of  that  region."-^ 

Saffitiel   Smith   of   LaKue  County, 
Kentucky 

"My  mother  is  from  that  part 
of  Kentucky  (Hodgenville)  and 
she  told  me  before  she  died  w^hat 
she  said  w^as  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter and  left  me  an  old  daguerro- 
type  picture  of  the  man  [Samuel 
Smith]  w^ho  really  is  the  father  of 
our  martyred  President."^* 

This  excerpt  from  a  letter  in  the 
files  of  the  Foundation  written  by  a 


granddaughter  of  one  of  the  paternal 
nominees  for  the  first  time  places 
Lincoln  in  a  family  with  a  very  fa- 
miliar name. 

Indian 

"When  the  w^riter  w^as  in  Arkan- 
sas a  few  years  ago,  he  was  told 
gravely  and  impressively,  and  by  a 
w^ell-known  citizen  of  importance 
that  Abe  Lincoln  w^as  the  son  of 
Nancy  Hanks  and  Indian  Father."^' 

This  is  one  of  the  first  attempts  to 
inject  the  racial  question  into  the 
Lincoln  paternity  question  although 
his  mother  has  often  been  called  a 
mulatto.  A  man  was  tried  in  the  courts 
at  Vincennes,  Indiana  for  defama- 
tory libel  against  the  deceased  Lin- 
coln.^*^ 
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